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| PRACTITIONERS. 


Tue following ecOmmunication, dated December 6th, 1918, 
has been addressed to the Insurance Acts Committee by 
the Secretary of the National Health Insurance Joint 
Committee : 


SIR 
I am directed by the National Health Insurance 
Joint Committee to refer-to the interview which your 
committee had earlier in the year with Sir Edwin 
Cornwall, and subsequently with the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, and to the correspondence which has since 
taken place on the subject of an Exchequer grant to 
Health Insurance practitioners for the year 1918 in 
respect of— 

(1) Increased cost of living ; 

(2) Increased practice expenses. « 


With regard to the application which they have had 
under consideration under the first of these heads, the 
Joint Committee, with the concurrence of the Treasury, 
are now ina position to state that a grant from Exchequer 
fonds will be made available for the purpose of making 
extra payments to Health Insurance practitioners in 
respect of the year 1918 as follows: 


(1) To a practitioner whose net professional income 
from all sources does not exceed £500 a year, a war 
allowance of 123 per cent. of the insurance fees pay- 
able to him for treatment ; ; 

' (2) To a practitioner whose net professional income 
from all sources exceeds £500 but does not exceed 

. £1,000, a war allowance of 10 per cent. of the insurance 
_ fees payable to him for treatment; subject in each 


case to a maximum payment of £60. 


The Joint Committee, recognizing that applications for 
this grant should be attended with as little complication 
and inconvenience as possible to all concerned, have 
decided that the right of a doctor to participation in the 
grant shall be determined by referenee to his income tax 
assessment for the current year. This will not involve 
any fresh calculation by the doctor of his income, nor is it 
contemplated that the amount of the income tax assess- 
ment should be divulged, but merely that the doctor shall 
be furnished by the local surveyor of taxes, on application, 
with a simple statement that his professional income, as 
assessed for income tax purposes for the year 1918, does 
not exceed £500, or that it exceeds £500 but does not 


~ exceed £1,000. The doctor desiring to make an application 


should write to the surveyor of taxes for his district for 

such a certificate. This will be supplied to him on a form 

which the doctor will then sign and transmit direct to the 

Insurance Commissioners in London, Edinburgh, or Cardiff 

as the case may be, who will send a cheque to the doctor 
ct 


The amount of the allowance will be calculated‘on the 
insurance fees payable to the practitioner for treatment 
fas distinct from any payments due to be made to him for 

gs or mileage), and in order that a prompt payment 
may be made, the allowance will be calculated on the fees 
for the year 1917, as the 1918 fees cannot be finally. deter 
mined until possibly the late summer of 1919. 
_It will, at the same time, be clearly understood that the 
extra payment so made is made in respect of the year 
1918, and not of the year 1917, and that the fees for 1917 


are merely used as a convenient basis on which to dis- 
tribute the money promptly to doctors in the 1918 panel. 

As regards the question of an allowance for increased 
practice expenses, the Joint Committee note that no case 
is put forward so far as urban practitioners are concerned, 
and that the claim for an allowance under this head is 
therefore confined to rural and semi-rural practitioners. 
They have carefully examined the figures for typical prac- 
tices which have been put forward in support of the Com- 
mittee’s application. The analysis of these figures appears 
to show that there is no marked difference in the relative 
increases in the two classes of practice, and that, there- 
fore, the figures can be regarded as a whole for the 
purposes of the present application. 

The Joint Committee gather that the Insurance Acts 
Committee have experienced some difficulty in putting 
forward a scheme for distribution of any grant which may 
be available under this head, but that they feel strongly 
that there should be a method of distribution which would 
not involve the doctors concerned in the preparation of 
detailed statements if this can be avoided. In these 
circumstances it appears to the Joint Committee that the 
only satisfactory method of obtaining a prompt and con- 
venient distribution of this grant would be to apportion it 
amongst Insurance Committee areas on the basis of the 
total number of insured persons for whom the doctors 


within the area supply drugs where no chemist is available - 


within a mile of the insured person’s residence. These 
figures are already compiled for other purposes by every 
Insurance Committee, and can serve as a basis of dis- 
tribution between areas and amongst the doctors within 
each area. The Joint Committee, with the concurrence of 
the Treasury, are in a position to distribute under this 
head an Exchequer Grant of £40,000 amongst rural and 
semi-rural doctors in Great Britain, and unless your 
Committee are prepared to submit for their consideration 
an alternative method of distribution of the grant which, 
in their view, would more equitably and conveniently 
effect a distribution of this sum, they will be prepared to 
ask the Commissioners for England, Scotland, and ‘Wales, 
respectively, to make an immediate distribution of this 
sum in this manner. 

The Joint Committee think it desirable to add that, in 
determining the amount of this grant, full effect has been 


‘given to the rate of increase in the expenses established 


by the statements which accompanied your letter, together 
with a further allowance in respect of. some further in- 
crease which may reasonably be assumed to have taken 
place during the current year. The increase is, as pointed 
out in your letter, mainly due to travelling ; and it will be 
borne in mind that a substantial increase on account of 
mileage has already been made available to certain Health 
Insurance practitioners in respect of war conditions. 
Iam, Sir, your obedient servant, 


The Insurance Acts Committee has agreed to accept the 
proposed method of distribution of the allowance for in- 
creased practice expenses, because the method seems to 
include all rural and semi-rural practitioners for whom the 


grant was claimed, and the Committee was ‘particularly 
anxious not to hold up the distribution of the new grant. 
‘It is specially requested that no applications for the 


grants be sent in. until each insurance practitioner has 
received full particulars of the method of application, 
which he will do very shortly. 
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ScprLeEMENT 
NAVAL AND MILITARY APPOINTMENTS. [Dec. 14, 
Mectings of Branches and Divisions. contain 
; aptain H. R. Friedlander relinquishes the actin i 
mgETING of the Dublin Division of the British Medical 
ssociation was held on December 5th at the Irish Offices To be Lieutenants: Lieutenant B. W. F. Armi | 
was ‘ nt B. W.F. itage (from U = 
of the Association, 16, South Frederick Street, Dublin, Dr. sant We Coombs (rey 
"THOMAS NEILL in the chair. Kilty, A. 8. Strachan, P. 
That in the opinion of the Dublin Division of the British See at PO. 
Medical Association it is important, in order to deal satis- RoyaL Mepicat Corps. 
factorily with the problems of reconstruction, that there Lieut.-Colonels F, E. Fremantle and C. E. Humpureys, from Sanj 
should be an increased number of competent medical tary Service, to be Lieut.-Colonels, with precedeuce from Febean 
men in Parliament. That the Dublin Division welcomes i 
the candidature of medical men for two of the universities rank on acting 
re — and on public grounds recommends their claims Majors H. KE. Corbin and A. HL Bocarth from Sanitary Service 
tl e electors. od a from February 17th, 1915, and July see 
Ministry of Health for I reland.—The meeting expressed Majer (temporary Lieut.-Colonel) A. Greenwood, from anita: 
opinion that, at the proper time, this matter should be yelingui and ia 
dealt with by a delegate or mass meeting representative Major W. E. Miles to be’ ting Li i < 
of the entire Irish medical profession. It was,also agreed | e™ployed. 
to send a series of questions in regard to medi i 
edical legisla- as ; 4 , from Sanitary Service, to be Captain, with 
tion to each of the parliamentary candidates in the Dublin 
one Captain (acting Major) J. Dale, from Sanitary Service, to b 
The late Dr. O'Connell Delahoyde.—A resolution of con- & | 
dolence with the relatives of the late Dr. G. O’Connell.} Cavtain (act-ng Major) S. R. Gibbs to be Major. 
Officers relinquish their acting rank on ceasin i 
inqui 1 i g to be special] 
employed: Captains (acting Major i 
HNabal and Military Appointments R. A. Stark 
a. ark, M.C., to be acting Major while speci th 
elnploved. 
—— Ist Scottish General Hospital.—Captain H. E i i 
ROYAL NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE. Major whilst specially employed, remain 
Tue following appointments are announced by the Admiralty :— 2nd London General Hospital.—Captain A. 8. Daly is restored 
Hargeon | Ideutenante (temporary) R. E. Rampling aud J. J. Carroll to 
aslar Hospital, L. f. Strugnell to Chatham Hospitel, R. A. W. Ford u London General Hospital.—Major (t ry Lieut.- . 
Hospital, N. V. Williams to the Indus, J. A. L. Cook to his temporary ph 8! 
‘ y with R.A.F. 
tees 4th Northern General Hospital.— i i j of 
4 and remains seconded. 
Colonel D. M. O’Callaghan, C.M.G., is placed on retired pay. Pn oc ap General Hospital.—Captain J. R. Riddell to be acting : 
Royau Corps, Major whilss specially suployed. 
Ist Hastern General Hospital.—T. i jor i pecially i 
~ Colonel on reposting: employed: Captains J. C. W. Graham, G. S. Haynes. lis 
o be acting Lieut.-Colonels: Temporary C i i Taj 
H. K. Wallace. Whilst specially employed : VOLUNTEER FORCE. 
Colonel D. S. Skelton, D.S.0. Whilst in command of a medical unit: Durham R.4.M.C.{V.).—R. Gardner to be temporary Lieutenant 
3. G. B. Lithgow is seconded for service with R A.F. Noble, F. . Warren, T. Pearson. To be temporary Li tenan 
P. S. Clark, D.S.O., to be temporary Major. P. Daylan. Fy 
‘Temporary Captains the rank of j Somersetshire R.4.M.C(V.).—T i i 
g of Major on re- -M.CAV.).—Temporary Captain H. C. Bristowe to 
ro be acting Majors : Captain W. P. Croker; temporary C; i : ; 
jibb (from Jan. 4th to Aug. 6th, 1918), H. L. Neil, C. E. Sundell, W.S. | CHADWICK, M., B.A Camb., M.R.C. Medical Of 
a ile specially employed: T ry C i 2 1.8.E i i i 
er regarding temporary Captain Georg 
The notification in the London Gazette of July ist, sgardi fb ori i i i 
temporary Captain William Rogerson is announcements of Births, Marriages, ant tl 
Lonjion of eaths is which sum should be forwarded with the notice, re 
The name of temporary Captain A. J. Nellan is as now described not later than the first post on Wednesday morning in order to ~ 
and not as in the London Gazette of August 28th, 1918. 1s ensure insertion in the current issue. tt 
aan late temporary Captain, is granted the honorary rank BIRTHS . 
ptain. 
Temporary Captain H. M. Grey to 1 ing Major whi ially | PAING.—On Decemb f i e 
ctober 21st, LuMLEY.—November 24th, at 28, U Merri i di 
‘'o be temporary Captains: G. Muir, G. W. Tl ai “Lom Henley), 
Temporary Lieutenants S. Barron, W. D. Sammon, ©. J Wood. 
side, H. G. P. Armitage, E. W. Diggett, A. R. Barlas. H. S. Campion. ras 
1. B. H. Labuteau, J. L. Annan, F. Joyce, J. MacMillan 
son, N. F. Sinclair. 
The name of Lieutenant Gordon A. Valenti is y deseri : 
and not as in the London Gazette of DIARY FOR THE WEEK 
Officers relinquish their commissions:—Temporary Captains: H.C 
Halsted (on ceasing to be employed at the County of Middlesex War oy T 
Hospital), M. Coghlan and J. J. Sinclair (on account of ill health, and & Pm. Eanes for Election to Fellowship. Section of History | 
are granted the honorary rank of Captain), P. W. Ashmore (on account 
of ill health and is granted the honorary rank of Lieutenant) R. I 
Hutton, J. A. O’Regan, E. S. Hawthorne, H. Galloway, W Ainslie. peg | 
mC. Lockyer, B.A. Sanders of Electro-Therapeutics: Friday, 8.30 p.m., at Actino-therapeutic th 
Dalgleish ci Department, Guy’s Hospital: A Series of Papers on Diatherm 4 W 
Meter. (1) The Machine; (2) in Gynaecology; (3) Eye; (4) Abdomen; gi 
honorary Captain J. Boyd {on ceasing to be employed with Welsh th 
, A. M. McCormick, B. F. Howlett, I. C co, J.J. Pi 3, G. A. 
Temporary honorary DIARY OF THE ASSOCIATION. 
rrah. 
To be temporary honor Li 
porary ary Lieutenant: A. = Pastel. 16 Mon. London: Dominions Committee, 2.30 p.m. ’ 
Printed aud publi iti i i ix 29, Strand, i 
published by the British Medical Association at their Office, No. 429, Strand, in the Parish of St. Martin-iu-the-Vields. in the County of London 
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